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Dear Hasan
Here are my answers to your questions. An inductive argument is an argument
which increases the probability of a conclusion. Several inductive arguments
taken together, each of which increases the probability of a common
conclusion, are cumulative; that is, together they make the conclusion a lot
more probable than they would do independently. I think you must discover
from your own university whether your thesis examiners will require you to
discuss the nature of inductive argument at any great length; your thesis
supervisor can no doubt advise you on this. But note that all cumulative
arguments are inductive. This is because if a later such argument makes the
conclusion of an earlier argument more probable than the earlier argument does
by itself, the earlier argument can only have been an inductive or probabilistic
argument; it could not have been a valid deductive argument. You ask who
‘started for the first time cumulative arguments for the existence of God’. The
phrase ‘cumulative argument' is certainly a phrase used only in recent
discussions. My predecessor as Professor the Philosophy of Religion at Oxford,
Basil Mitchell, wrote a book entitled The Justification of Religious Belief; and
he advocated a ‘cumulative case’ for the existence of God. But the idea that
more than one argument can increase the probability that there is a God is
surely very old. Thus, many early Christian theologians argued to the existence
of God from ‘the harmony’ in nature. They pointed out that the different
elements of which the universe was made (in their view, these were earth, air,
fire and water) were so arranged that they produced night regularly succeeding
day, and earth as well as sea (both of which are useful to us), and that the
elements were so well balanced in our own bodies as to make an efficient body.
See for example the later parts of Athanasius’s work Against the Heathens.
Such a writer was arguing that each separate phenomenon produces additional
evidence for the existence of God beyond that produced by other phenomena.
The main constitutive arguments of my own cumulative case for the existence
of God in my book The Existence of God are contained in chapters 7, 8, 9, 10,
12 & 13. Chapter 11 discusses an argument against the existence of God; and
the earlier chapters explain the nature of inductive arguments and how together
they make a cumulative case. | hope | have answered your questions.
With best wishes - Richard Swinburne.



