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Abstract

The problem of evil has always been a concern for scholars, and
various answers have been given to it. The importance of this problem
reveals the necessity of research. Moral realism can provide a suitable
explanation of this problem, as has been accomplished in this research
using a rational-traditional-based method. Moral realism, based on the
inherent perfectionism of the human being, which is a real matter and
whose true instance is nearness to God (al-qurb ila Allah), considers the
intrinsic value of morality to be real, and given that extrinsic values are
determined on the basis of real intrinsic value, it believes in the reality of
all moral values. The degree of perfection of individuals is determined
by their voluntary actions and acquired attributes, which have extrinsic
moral value. There is a close relationship between human perfections
and the existential system of the universe, and good and evil are directly
related to the degree of individual perfections. The deficiency of
perfection, resulting from an actually unsound action, leads to affliction
with punitive evils, which manifest as punishment in the hereafter and
as worldly calamities in this world. Of course, some evils occur because
of their role in promoting and perfecting human beings.

Keywords: evils, moral realism, moral anti-realism, human perfection,
promotional evils (shurtir-i tarfiji), punitive evils (shurtir-i tanbihi), divine
nearness (al-qurb al-ilaht).
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