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Abstract

Evolution is a theory that has been widely appropriated by atheists in the last
century. However, a reexamination of the history of the formation of this
theory demonstrates that its connection with atheistic interpretations is not a
logical necessity of the theory but rather the result of the dominance of a
particular interpretation. This research, focusing on the theoretical and
historical position of Alfred Russel Wallace, shows that the theory of
evolution—now known by the name of Charles Darwin—initially also
possessed a teleological reading. While accepting the mechanism of natural
selection, Wallace emphasized a kind of purposiveness and directionality
(directedness) in vital processes; however, this reading was marginalized
during the consolidation of the Darwinian narrative. The present study, after
conceptualizing "evolution,” "Wallace," and "the problem of directedness in
life," employs an analytical-historical method to analyze Wallace's biography,
the reasons for the marginalization of his view, the opinions of early and
contemporary biologists who affirm directedness, and the consequences of
excluding the Wallacean approach. The findings indicate that insisting on a
non-directed reading of evolution, besides depriving science of an alternative
interpretation, has led to unnecessary tensions between science and religion
and has provided a basis for atheistic exploitation of this theory. Accordingly,
a fair reassessment of Wallace's legacy can open new horizons in the dialogue
between science, philosophy, and religion.
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