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Abstract

The "Tinat traditions" (narrations concerning the primordial clay/nature)
constitute an important part of the transmitted sources of Islamic
anthropology, having been a focal point of attention and disagreement among
scholars from various dimensions. The strong connection between the
content of these traditions and numerous issues concerning human nature
necessitates research into the “dimensions of their authoritativeness
(hujjiyya)." The aim of this study is to ascertain, through a descriptive-
analytical method, the perspective of 'Allamah Misbah Yazdi—one of the
foremost pioneers in the Islamization of the humanities—regarding the
"dimensions of the authoritativeness of the Tinat traditions." Based on this
research, from the viewpoint of 'Allamah Misbah Yazdi, the Tinat traditions
are abundant in terms of transmission (sudiir), are intended to express reality
(jihat al-sudur), and no valid impediment has rejected them. However, he
considers these traditions as ambiguous (mutashabih) in terms of "the extent
of their signification" (hadd al-dalala) due to their prima facie implication of
determinism (jabr); nevertheless, given the relativity of ambiguity, the
ambiguity present in these traditions is resolvable and does not impair their
authoritativeness. In view of the aforementioned dimensions, it can be
concluded that, according to 'Allamah Misbah Yazdt's perspective, the Tnat
traditions are, in general—apart from detailed rijali and dalali examinations
of each tradition—valid and authoritative (hujja), and their constitutive,
implicative, and commitment-based contents should be the focus of attention
and analysis in theological and anthropological matters.

Keywords: Tinat, Tinat Traditions, Dimensions of Authoritativeness of
Traditions, Human Nature, Islamic Anthropology, 'Allamah Misbah Yazdi.
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