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Dear Hasan
Here are my answers to your questions. An inductive argument is an argument
which increases the probability of a conclusion. Several inductive arguments
taken together, each of which increases the probability of a common
conclusion, are cumulative; that is, together they make the conclusion a lot
more probable than they would do independently. I think you must discover
from your own university whether your thesis examiners will require you to
discuss the nature of inductive argument at any great length; your thesis
supervisor can no doubt advise you on this. But note that all cumulative
arguments are inductive. This is because if a later such argument makes the
conclusion of an earlier argument more probable than the earlier argument does
by itself, the earlier argument can only have been an inductive or probabilistic
argument; it could not have been a valid deductive argument. You ask who
‘started for the first time cumulative arguments for the existence of God’. The
phrase ‘cumulative argument' is certainly a phrase used only in recent
discussions. My predecessor as Professor the Philosophy of Religion at Oxford,
Basil Mitchell, wrote a book entitled The Justification of Religious Belief; and
he advocated a ‘cumulative case’ for the existence of God. But the idea that
more than one argument can increase the probability that there is a God is
surely very old. Thus, many early Christian theologians argued to the existence
of God from ‘the harmony’ in nature. They pointed out that the different
elements of which the universe was made (in their view, these were earth, air,
fire and water) were so arranged that they produced night regularly succeeding
day, and earth as well as sea (both of which are useful to us), and that the
elements were so well balanced in our own bodies as to make an efficient body.
See for example the later parts of Athanasius’s work Against the Heathens.
Such a writer was arguing that each separate phenomenon produces additional
evidence for the existence of God beyond that produced by other phenomena.
The main constitutive arguments of my own cumulative case for the existence
of God in my book The Existence of God are contained in chapters 7, 8, 9, 10,
12 & 13. Chapter 11 discusses an argument against the existence of God; and
the earlier chapters explain the nature of inductive arguments and how together
they make a cumulative case. | hope | have answered your questions.
With best wishes - Richard Swinburne.
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A Review of Seyyed Morteza's Viewpoint
on the Interpretation of the Verse «ii i i iup
(""O my Lord! Show (Thyself) to me, that I may look upon thee')

Muhammad Hadi Tavakkoli / Assistant Professor / Department of Philosophy and Speculative Theology
(Kalam), Research Institute of Hawzeh and University mhtavakoli@rihu.ac.ir
Received: 2021/09/13 - Accepted: 2022/01/26

Abstract

Referring to verse ("O my Lord! Show (Thyself) to me, that | may look
upon thee.") (A'raf: 143) as a proof of the possibility of seeing God is
one of the most important arguments on which those who believe in the
visibility of God have relied. They hold that this verse indicates that
prophet Moses asked to see God and this request shows the possibility
of seeing God. In his works, Seyyed Morteza Alam al-Huda (436 AH)
has mentioned several answers rejecting this argument. He has mainly
emphasized on two of these answers: 1. seeing God was not Prophet
Moses’s request, but his people’s request;2. if this were Prophet
Moses’s request, he asked God to see the signs that require the
necessary knowledge of God. Between these two answers, Alam al-
Huda preferred the first one and finally considered the second
interpretation invalid. It seems that the aspects that he mentioned as his
preferences of the first answer and what he considered as proving the
invalidity of the second interpretation are controversial. In fact, the
second answer is preferable to the first one, and the first answer is
basically unacceptable.

Keywords: seeing God, necessary knowledge, acquired knowledge, obligation,
Prophet Moses, Seyyed Morteza.
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A Critique of the View of ""the Uselessness of the Ummahs’ Salawats
(Blessings) and Prayers to the Prophet, with Emphasis on the
Possibility of Elevation of His Spiritual Stage in the Arc of Ascent

w Muhammad Hadi Kamali / PhD Student ofTranscendent Wisdom, Philosophy Departement, Ferdowsi
University of Mashhad kamali.mohammadhadi@gmail.com
Muhammad Mehdi Kamali / Assistant Professor at Razavi Institute of Islamic Sciences, Islamic Research
Foundation
Muhammad Ishaq Arefi / Assistant Professor at e Al-Mustafa International University of Mashhad
Received: 2020/12/04 - Accepted: 2021/06/03

Abstract

In religious sources, salawat to the Holy Prophet and praying for his
elevation are highly recommended. According to narrations, salawat and
prayer for the Prophet have many benefits, such as purification of the
soul, absolution of sins, and rewards for the those sending blessing and
salawat. But the question is: does the Prophet himself, as the recipient of
these salawats and prayers, benefit from them? Does his spiritual stage
improve in the arc of ascent? Giving various reasons, some believe that
the Prophet does not benefit from these prayers and blessings and they
can never elevate his existential stage. Using a comprehensive rational-
narrative approach, this article examines both the nature of this view and
its arguments, and finally proves that prayer and salawat are beneficial
both for those who send them and for the Prophet. They elevate the
spiritual stage of the noble Prophet in the arc of ascent.

Keywords: prayer, salawat, the Prophet, existential elevation, elevation of spiritual
stage, arc of ascent.
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An Investigation of the Meanings of '"Goodness
and Badness" in Islamic Theology (Kalam)

Jaber Esfandiarpour / MA Student of Philosophy of Religion, Imam Khomeini Educational and Research Institute

w Muhammad Hussein Faryab / Assistant Professor of Theology, Imam Khomeini Educational and
Research Institute m.faryab@gmail.com
Hasan Yousefian / Associate Professor of Theology, Imam Khomeini Educational and Research Institute
Received: 2019/11/28 - Accepted: 2020/05/03

Abstract

As one of the most basic theological issues, goodness and badness
contributes to solving many other theological problems and rules. The
Adliya emphasize on real- rational goodness and badness and the
Ash'arites emphasize on unreal-legal goodness and badness. In common
works on theology and principles, several meanings are mentioned for
goodness and badness and it is claimed that difference is only in one
meaning and the other meanings are real and rational. Using the
analytical method and referring to the sources of the most important
theological sects, namely Imamiyya, Mu'tazilites, Matridiyah and
Asharites, this research tries to investigate the wveracity of the
multiplicity of meanings of goodness and badness. The results show that
the multiplicity of meanings offered by the Ash'arites for solving the
Adliyah flaws is not only unnecessary, but a source of conflict and
obscurity of the solution to the problem. In fact, these meanings are not
different from one another. Therefore, the claim of accepting real-
rational goodness and badness in some meanings and rejecting their
other meanings is contradictory and many theologians have criticized
the multiplicity and separation of meanings.

Keywords: meanings of goodness and badness, Adliyah, Ash'arites, perfection and
imperfection, suitedness and unsuitedness, praise and reproach.



Marifat-i Kalami Vol.12. No.1, Spring & Summer 2021 € 214

Determinism and Free Will from
the Perspective of Ibn Abi- Jumhur Ahsa'i

@ Somayyeh Monfared / Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Philosophy and Speculative Theology
(Kalam), Hlam University so.monfared@ilam.ac.ir
Shamsullah Siraj / Associate Professor, Department of Islamic Philosophy and Speculative Theology
(Kalam), llam University
Received: 2019/10/07 - Accepted: 2020/02/08

Abstract

Man’s "free will" is one of the most challenging and wide-ranging
issues in the history of human thought. So far, based on different
intellectual principles, various solutions have been proposed in this
regard. Man’s "free will" has also been considered by Ibn Abi- Jumhur
Ahsa'i. What distinguishes his point of view from that of others and
makes it noteworthy is his unique attempt at the approximation of the
theories of philosophers, mystics and theologians in this field in the
book "Mojli". This paper has tried to examine the answer offered by
Ahsa'i to the question of human free will and his attempt to resolve the
existing conflicts between different ideas. The findings show that, in
accordance with his illumination approach, Ahsa'i has provided a special
interpretation of the theory of "intermediate position" and has argued
that, based on the acceptance of the threefold unity of "shari‘a, mystical
path, and truth"; the disagreements over the issue of free will are
reconcilable and non-contradictory.

Keywords: free will, determinism, Ibn Abi- Jumhur Ahsa'i, intermediate position,
shari‘a, truth.
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A Review of "Separation' and the Narrative Arguments
of the Corporeity of the Soul (Based on the views
of Sheikh Mujtaba Qazvini)

Ali Ghadrdan Gharamaleki / PhD in Islamic Education, University of Islamic Education  agh0251@yahoo.com
Received: 2020/11/21 - Accepted: 2021/04/05

Abstract
One of the most important and challenging issues in egology is the issue
of corporeality of the soul. In the present age, the common view among
Muslim theologians is the incorporeity of the soul, which has been
presented by rational philosophers and theologian (philosophical
theology). In contrast, some narrative theologians and the followers of
the "separation" view advocate physicality and non-incorporeity. The
present paper analyzes the various narrated arguments presented by the
separatists. Using the library method and examining the main separatist
reference books, especially the works of Sheikh Mujtaba Qazvini, the
author has obtained the following evidences and analyzed them in five
titles: "definition of the soul as the body", "the origin of human
creation”, "contingency of man", "the contradiction of the soul with
science and reason™ and "mentioning the material effects of the soul".
Then, using descriptive analysis, he has reviewed these arguments and
shown that they do not have the ability to prove the corporeity of the soul.

Keywords: corporeity of the soul, "separation" view, Sheikh Mojtaba Qazvini,
narrative evidences of the corporeity of the soul.
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A Review of the Rational Arguments for the Rejection
of Incorporeity of the Soul in Islamic Theology (Kalam)

Ahmad Reza Kafrashi / MA in the Philosophy of Religion, Imam Khomeini Educational and Research
Institute

w Hasan Yousefiyan / Associate Professor, Department of Speculative Theology (Kalam), Imam Khomeini
Educational and Research Institute hasanusofian@gmail.com
Received: 2019/11/22 - Accepted: 2020/04/12

Abstract

Throughout the history of Islamic theology, some theologians have
always rejected the incorporeity of the soul. In order to prove their claim,
they have relied on various arguments, such as criticizing and discrediting
the rational and narrative evidences of proving the incorporeity of the
soul, the narrated evidences of the non-incorporeity of the soul, and the
rational evidences of the non-incorporeity of the soul. Using the
descriptive-analytical method, this study examines only some of the most
important rational arguments for rejecting the incorporeity of the soul in
Islamic theology. After explaining the arguments, their correctness and
extent of implication is explained and it is concluded that due to the
existence of several problems, including the fallacy of some arguments,
lack of the implication of sharing in attributes on sharing in essence,
inattention to the division of incorporeal being into absolute and non-
absolute, inattention to the immateriality of some of the qualities
attributed to man and numerous other flaws, the presented arguments
cannot be used for rejecting the incorporeity of the soul.

Keywords: rejection of the incorporeity of the soul, corporeity of the soul,
incorporeity of the soul, materialism, abstractionism.
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Abstract

Since the early twenty-first century, Alvin Plantinga has offered a different
view of the relationship between science and religion. His second view
summarizes the following four claims: 1. All known conflicts between
science and religion are either unreal or superficial. 2. There is a broad
agreement between science and religion. 3. All known agreements between
science and naturalism are superficial. 4. There is a deep conflict between
science and naturalism. It is claimed that there is a conflict in terms of
classical evolution and physics, but their conflict with religion is not real. In
evolutionary psychology and critique of the bible, science and religion are
in a superficial conflict, and science cannot contradict it because its
evidence is different from that of religion. Theories of "fine tuning" and
"intelligent design™ are parts of science that can lay the groundwork for
religious belief. Also, the harmonious acceptance of evolution and
naturalism leads to the invalidation of knowledge of them. Therefore,
science and naturalism are in deep conflict.

Keywords: science and religion, methodological naturalism, evolution, Divine
Action, Plantinga's second view.
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Abstract

In the world of Islam, the schools of Allameh Tabataba’i and the neo-
Mu’tazilites are two prominent trends that have proposed some methods
for resolving the alleged conflict between science and religion. One of
their most prominent methods is resolving the conflicts related to the
language of religion. The neo-Mu’tazilites claim that their methods are
effective in this regard, whereas the methods of the Allameh Tabatabai
school are not. On the other hand, the followers of Allameh Tabatabai’s
school consider the neo-Mu’tazilites' practices as incompatible with
religion. In order to evaluate these claims, it is necessary to investigate
and elaborate on the effects of both schools of thought and
comparatively examine the methods of resolving the conflict related to
the language of religion. Although some of the solutions offered by
these two groups, such as knowing the interpretation of a religious text
in literary or ethnic language, are in opposition to science, in the school
of Allameh Tabatabai, the use of these methods is conditioned by the
existence of a definite narrative or rational analogy whereas the neo-
Mu’tazilites generalize this method to most or all religious texts. In fact,
the two groups have differing methods of religious language.

Keywords: Allameh Tabataba’i school, Neo-Mu’tazilites, conflict between science
and religion, language of religion.
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Abstract

There are some narrations by the Holy Prophet in which he has spoken of
the similarity between the events of the Muslim Ummah and those of the
previous peoples. These narrations have become very famous. It seems
that the reason is the extensive adaptations that have been made in this
regard by the infallible Imams, companions and Shia and Sunni scholars
since the beginning of Islam. Due to the importance of the subject of
Imamate among Shiites, most of the adaptations in Shiite sources are
based on Imamate. Therefore, this study is conducted with the aim of
examining and evaluating the adaptation of Imamate events and
happenings with narrations about the similarity of Ummahs. For this
purpose, the Shiite sources, including hadiths, narrations, commentaries
and theological books have been investigated. The narrations of the Ahl
al-Bayt, the explanations of the narrations and the scholars’ opinions have
been extracted, categorized and analyzed. The findings of this descriptive,
analytical and documentary research indicate that the adaptation of events
to the issues of Imamate has been in three areas: a) the application of
events to the successors of the prophets; B) the application of issues
related to the Imam of the Age; C) The application of the distortion of the
Qur'an. The most challenging application is related to the distortion of the
Qur'an, which has received a lot of criticism.

Keywords: narrations about the similarity of the Ummahs, adaptation, prophethood,
successorship, Imamate, Imam of the Age, distortion of the Qur'an.
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Abstract

Prophethood and revelation are among the pillars of divine religions.
There must inevitably be a messenger between the creation and the
Creator, a messenger that can carry the message of God for the guidance
and awareness of human beings. However, some have questioned the
necessity of prophethood, calling it nonsensical, unnecessary, or at most
only desirable. Presenting rational reasons, some great theologians have
spoken of the necessity of prophethood. On the other hand, some deist
philosophers have stated a special reason based on man's natural
civilization and his need for social law to guarantee a better life.
Considering the arguments of philosophers and theologians and the
issue of the sociality of knowledge in modern epistemology, the
necessity of prophethood can be dealt with in two new ways: First, in
the process of social life, human beings need to rely on others in
knowledge and take their beliefs directly from others (simple and
conscious state). Second, human beings are naturally influenced by
social and cultural structures that may change their beliefs in the
meantime (complex and unconscious state). According to each of these
two cases, in order not to be subject to epistemological deviations and in
order to acquire sincere beliefs about religious truths, ordinary human
beings need a divine messenger referred to as "prophet”. The scope and
variety of the sayings of the prophets depends on the foundation chosen
in the scope of Shari‘a.

Keywords: prophethood, knowledge, social epistemology, social process, single
individual narration.
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Abstract

Monotheism is one of the doctrinal principles of Islam. From among
Islamic sources, it has been dealt with more in the Qur'an than any other
source. The most scholarly exponents of monotheism with the Qur'anic
approach are the infallible Imams who have invited everyone to
believing in the one God. Using the descriptive and analytical method,
the present paper has analyzed the words of the Infallible Imams about
essential and attributive monotheism. In some of the discussions by the
Imams about monotheism, especially essential and attributive
monotheism, explicit verses of the Qur'an have been cited and the
meanings and contents of the verses have been referred to. Based on this
approach, some logical arguments for essential and attributive
monotheism can be made and the correct doctrinal principles can be
extracted from the explicit the Qur'anic verses.

Keywords: the Quranic approach, monotheism, types of monotheism, essential
monotheism, attributive monotheism.
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Abstract

From the point of view of some Western philosophers, such as Basil
Mitchell, Richard Swinburne, and Caroline Franks Davis, in order to
justify the belief in the existence of God, the probability of the
proposition “God exists" must be more than 50% of its corresponding
evidence-based propositions. From their point of view, the evidence for
the existence of God cannot independently increase the probability of
gaining correct results to more than 50%, but can only confirm them.
Therefore, the existence of God cannot be justified based on each of
those arguments. To solve this problem, the mentioned philosophers
have proposed the theory of cumulative argument. The logic behind this
argument is inductivism and its purpose is to reach a valid belief. Using
the analytical-rational method, this paper evaluates and compares the
works of some Western philosophers with the principles of Muslim
philosophers and finally concludes that from the point of view of most
Islamic philosophers, the cumulative argument is not a valid argument
for proving the existence of God, but from the point of view of some
other Muslim theologians, philosophers, and writers, this argument has a
speculative epistemological value in many aspects and, in some cases, is
the only way to prove the claim about the existence of God.

Keywords: proving God’s existence, cumulative argument, Richard Swinburne,
Basel Mitchell, Caroline Davis.
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