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Oliver Leaman's View on the Functions
of Quranic Verses in Philosophical Works: a Review and Critique

Alireza As’adi /Assistant Professor of the Department of Islamic Theology, Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy
Asaadi@isca.ac.ir
Received: 2022/04/21 - Accepted: 2022/08/03

Abstract

Islamic philosophers have variously cited and used Qur’anic verses in
their works. Therefore, a question has been put forward: what is the
exact function of Qur’anic verses in philosophical texts and what role do
they play? Some Quranologist Orientalists have also paid attention to
this issue and have addressed it in their works; including Oliver Leaman
in the book "The Quran: An Encyclopedia”. This article analyzes his
point of view, using a descriptive-analytical method, and shows that
although Leaman is correct in his claim that Qur’anic verses play
different roles in philosophical works, but some of the functions he
presents are not correct and his evidences are not strong enough.

Keywords: philosophers, the Holy Quran, Oliver Leaman, "The Quran: An
Encyclopedia”, Orientalists, Islamic philosophy.
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What is the “Meaning of Life”?

w Zuhair Boland-Qamatpour / Ph.D. of Comparative Philosophy, The Imam Khomeini Educational and
Research Institute zbolandghamat@yahoo.com
Mahmoud Fath-Ali / Associate Professor of the Department of Theology, The Imam Khomeini
Educational and Research Institute
Received: 2022/05/22 - Accepted: 2022/09/15

Abstract

One of the important issues of contemporary human life is the "meaning
of life". Yet there are many disagreements on the intention of "meaning
of life". The purpose of this research is to clarify the term "meaning of
life" by examining the different applications of the words "life" and
"meaning". The different meanings of "life" and "meaning" have been
induced in this article, using an analytical-descriptive method, and it is
stated that the genitive case "meaning of life" is compatible with which
one of these meanings. Some believe it means the "function of life",
some say it is the "purpose of life" and others say it is the "value of life".
Explaining the three mentioned meanings, | have stated that the
intention of the “meaning of life" is the “value of life" and the meaning
of "value" is "perfection”. I have first explained perfection in this article,
then divided it into two types of real and suppositional perfections, and
said that both perfections are to be discussed in the ‘meaning of life’.
Therefore, the “meaning of life" means "the value and perfection of
life", regardless of whether it is a real or a suppositional perfection.

Keywords: meaning of life, function, purpose, value, real perfection,
suppositional perfection.
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The Anfosi Esoteric Interpretation of the Abodes of the Hereafter
in the Sadra’ian Theosophical School: An Explanation and Analysis

Seyyed Mohammad-Hossein Mirdamadi/Assistant Professor of the Department of Islamic Studies,
Islamic Azad University, Central Branch (Isfahan-Khorasgan) smhm751@yahoo.com
Received: 2022/05/10 - Accepted: 2022/09/08

Abstract

One of the functions of esoteric interpretation is to interpret religious
knowledge corresponding to its theosophical aspect. The focus of this article
is to show that the abodes of the Hereafter have an anfosi (journey within
one’s soul) esoteric interpretation in religious teachings and these
interpretations are sometimes analyzed. In fact, the esoteric interpretation of
the otherworldly religious propositions is that they represent the manifestation
of what is compatible with the soul and also the habits of the soul in the
afterlife. Human’s soul has different degrees and the soul has an intuition of
itself at each level; the abodes of the Hereafter are the intuition of the soul
from what it has obtained in this world. In the soul’s journey of perfection, the
curtains and veils of the soul over its self-knowledge will be gradually
removed and its self-awareness will gradually increase. This self-awareness
manifests some matters for the soul at each degree, which is the result of his
deeds in the world. This article tries to present an esoteric interpretation of the
abodes of the Hereafter and adapt them to the degrees of the soul. One of the
results of this research is to prove that the Resurrection is, in fact, a return to
one's innermost layer, which has some outer effects as well. Another result is
that the end of the soul’s journey is the intuition of itself being ‘ein al-rabt’
(the essence of relation with God) and being annihilated in the Creator (God).
In addition, the soul is a manifestation of God’s names of Jalal (the Divine
beauty) or Jamal (the Divine majesty). This article is based on the adaption of
rational principles and revelational narrations to Molla Sadra’s psychology,
using a descriptive-analytical method.

Keywords: soul, abodes of the Hereafter, esoteric interpretation, Sadr al-
Muta’llehin (Molla Sadra), degrees of soul.
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How did God Grant Infallibility to the Prophets and Imams:
An Analysis Based on Qur’anic Verses and Narrations

Mohammad Hossein Faryab / Assistant Professor of Theology Department at ‘The Imam Khomeini
Educational and Research Institute m.faryab@gmail.com
Received: 2022/04/30 - Accepted: 2022/08/29

Abstract

The doctrine of "infallibility" has never lost its freshness. One of the
discussions in this regard is the "infallibility from sins". There are various
views about the reality of "infallibility from sins". Although the majority
of Shia theologians have emphasized that the category of infallibility of
Prophets and Imams is a gift, they have paid less attention to how God
granted this gift. Does the Almighty God give this gift to the Prophet and
Imam once, and he takes advantage of this gift and protects himself from
sin? Or the Almighty God grants this gift every moment? This article
investigates how God granted infallibility [to the Prophets and Imams]
based on Qur’anic verses and narrations. According to Qur’anic verses
and narrations, the Almighty God has always kept the Prophets and
Imams in his protection, and it is not the case that He grant them
infallibility once and then they will be able to avoid sin on their own.

Keywords: infallibility, the reality of infallibility, grace, habit, the gift of
infallibility.
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The Materialization of Soul: A Critical Analysis
from the Point of View of Ibn Qayyim Joziyeh

Mostafa Azizi Alawijeh / Assistant Professor of the Philosophy Department at Al-Mustafa Al-Alamiyya University
m.azizi56@yahoo.com
Received: 2022/04/25 - Accepted: 2022/09/06

Abstract

There is no doubt that the epistemological foundations of an intellectual
system play a significant role in its definition of human identity. The
movement of Salafism presents a completely material definition of the
world of being and human in the light of the foundations of extreme
empiricism. One of the pioneers of Salafism, Ibn Qayyim Joziyeh, defines
the human soul as a "subtle substance" that flows through all parts of the
body. In terms of methodology, Ibn Qayyim relies on Islamic narrations
and the understanding of righteous predecessors (Salaf Saleh). He has
criticized the arguments presented by philosophers about the immateriality
of the soul and has provided some arguments for the materialization of the
soul. I have first explained the epistemological and ontological bases of Ibn
Qayyim in this article, and then | have analyzed and criticized his definition
of human’s “soul and spirit”, and also evaluated his reasons for denying the
immateriality of the soul and proving its materiality.

Keywords: soul, sprit, materialism, immateriality, Ibn Qayyim Joziyeh,
Salafiyyah.
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A Comparison between Ibn-Sina's Argument of '"Hawayi Talq" and
Descartes' Argument of '"Doubt' on the Incorporeality of the Soul and
an Answer to the Challenge of Philosophers of Mind to This Argument

» Mustafa Izadi Yazdan-Abadi/ Doctoral student of Philosophy of Religion, University of Tehran
m.izadi371@gmail.com
Gholam-Reza Fayyazi/Professor of Philosophy Department at ‘The Imam Khomeini Educational and
Research Institute’
Received: 2022/05/05 - Accepted: 2022/09/17

Abstract

Many arguments have been put forward for the incorporeality of the soul in
Islamic and Western philosophy. Descartes' "doubt™ argument is one of the
arguments presented in Western philosophy for the inroporeality of the
soul. There are some criticisms to Descartes' argument, from the viewpoint
of Islamic philosophy, but Ibn Sina's "Hawayi Talag" argument can correct
it. Considering the similarities between the two arguments, the
"philosophers of mind" have made two important challenges to both: the
first challenge is that this argument is based on Leibniz's law, and the
mentioned law is not effective for intentional matters. The second challenge
is that the method by which our conscious experience is presented to us
does not adequately reflect our nature. This article answers both challenges,
using an analytical-descriptive method, and finally - using the immediate
knowledge and simplicity of the soul - proves that not only the soul is not
the body, but also it is incorporeal.

Keywords: Hawayi Talaq, proof of ‘doubt’, soul, incorporeality of the soul,
philosophy of mind, Descartes, Leibniz’ law.
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Interpretation of ''Seeing God” as Having a ‘Certain Knowledge’
of God: A Criticism and Investigation
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Abstract
Visibility of God is one of the important issues raised among the followers of
Abrahamic religions. Paying attention to this issue in the Quran and Islamic
tradition triggered Muslims to think of the ways to explain this issue. Except
for some Muslims who clearly spoke about the attribution of the ‘attributes
specific to possible beings’ to God, Many Muslims consider God exempt
from special attributes of possible beings, and do not find the apparent
meaning of God's visibility compatible with God's transcendence (tanzih)
from ‘the attributes of possible beings’. The interpretation of "seeing God as
having a ‘certain knowledge’ of God" is one of the most important
interpretations proposed mainly by some Imamiyya and Mu'tazila. | try to
examine the accuracy of this theory, in this article, using a descriptive-
analytical method, by (1) examining the accuracy of using ‘seeing’ instead of
“knowledge”; (2) investigating the possibility of attributing it to God; and (3)
the correctness of the interpretation of seeing God as a “certain knowledge’ -
as stated in the Qur'an and the Sunnah. Examining these three titles shows the
strength of the mentioned interpretation; but at the same time, it faces some
problems that impels us to a more accurate theory, i.e. "interpretation of
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seeing God as ‘immediate knowledge™”.

Keywords: essential knowledge, vision of God, Mu'tazila, interpretation,
assignment.
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A Critical Examination of Ibn Sina's View on the Relationship
between the Divine Nature and His Knowledge of the Other Things,
Based on the Opinions of Molla Sadra
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Abstract

One of the inevitable ideas of Avicennism and one of the outcomes of the
philosophical system of the Peripatetic school is the belief that the
realization of "God’s knowledge of the other things (ma siva Allah)" is
through the occurrence of the forms of the acquired knowledge on the
Divine essence. This research aims to investigate Molla Sadra’s comments
on Ibn Sina's view regarding the occurrence of scientific forms in the
Divine essence for the realization of the “Divine knowledge of the other
things”. Using two methods of description and analysis, this study presents
a precise report of the Avicennism theory of the "Divine knowledge of the
other beings", based on a systematic understanding of Avicenna's
philosophy; then analyzes this theory, considering Sadra's points, and also
studies the preferred theory of Molla Sadra. This research is done based on
library data. According to the principles of Avicennism, it is not possible to
come up with any idea in which we can talk about the union of two realities.
According to his epistemological geometry, Avicenna has no choice but to
accept the existential distinction between the Divine essence and the prior
knowledge. Rejecting the criticisms of previous scholars on this theory,
Molla Sadra puts forward different considerations, sometimes as basic
criticisms and sometimes as structural criticisms. | can definitively say: the
difference between Molla Sadra and Ibn Sina's views - lbn Sina’s belief in
the occurrence and Molla Sadra’s belief in the identicality — is due to their
different philosophical geometry.

Keywords: the Divine knowledge of the other things (ma siva), the Divine
knowledge of oneself, identicality, occurrence, lbn Sina, Molla Sadra.
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Abstract

One of the debating discussions among scholars is the "prior detailed
knowledge of God" and its relationship with "human choice”. Some
followers of the "separation” school, who believe in the universal
heterogeneousness of the creator and the creature and believe in the theory of
"pure tanzih (God’s transcendence)" about God's attributes, have resorted to
the theory of "knowledge without the known" to justify "the Divine
knowledge and its relationship with human choice". One their arguments is
that an optional act is unpredictable due to its optional nature, and therefore,
the Divine knowledge cannot be similar to human knowledge and cannot be
related to the known; and because the Divine knowledge is different from the
knowledge that we find in ourselves, and the Divine knowledge has "nothing
to do with what is known", "only transcendental propositions and reports may
be said about this knowledge". This article shows that the theory of
"unpredictability of optional acts" has many problems, the most important of
which is the incorrect analysis of "the reality of option™ and "its contradiction
with necessity", using an analytical and descriptive method. Therefore, this
argument of the separation school - in order to prove its views about "mere
transcendence™ and ""knowledge without the known" - is invalid.

Keywords: the Divine knowledge, prior knowledge, option, optional act,
separation school.
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Philosophical Criteria of the Identicality of God’s Essential Attributes
and God's Essence: A Criticism from a Mystical Perspective
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Abstract

Philosophers generally believe that God's essential attributes are identical
to His essence, although their concepts and meanings are different. They
have proposed three criteria to prove the identicality of His attributes and
essence, and thus justify and prove the identicality of God's attributes and
his essence. This article presents and criticizes the three criteria that
philosophers have put forward in this regard: First, The existential union
of the essential attributes and the essence of God, and this is the most
famous criterion. Second, God’s essence being an instance for the
concepts of essential attributes, without the intervention of anything else
(including existential, non-existential or relative matters or forged
matters). Third, The annihilation of attributes and their concepts in the
essence of God (this criterion is taken from mystics). There are some
drawbacks to each of these three criteria, from the perspective of mystics,
which make it unreasonable and unacceptable.

Keywords: philosopher and mystic, essential attributes, attributes and essence,
criterion of unity, existential unity.
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Abstract

Proposing the theory of "evolution™” by Charles Darwin in 1859 caused the
emergence of an important issue: its logical consequence of atheism. Four
main views were formed in facing this issue. Some believed this theory is
neutral towards atheism or being religious. Some believed atheism is its
logical consequence. On the other hand, some have considered it
compatible and in accordance with religious teachings, and others believed
the epistemological truth of evolution is only possible with the assumption
of theism. This debate is going on in the West in all of its forms and in the
Islamic world in some of its forms. Presenting the different views in this
regard, this article explains the logical consequence of this theory, from its
own point of view, using a descriptive-analytical method. | believe if we
consider the theory of evolution with all its components and conditions, this
theory is logically - and in terms of its claim - silent about God's existence;
although it is definitely incompatible with the type of ultimate and
purposeful theism in the system of being. In other words, although God's
existence has not been discussed in the “evolution” theory itself - neither
proved nor denied - and this issue has logically nothing to do with
evolution; but there are some qualifications included in the famous
"evolution” theory, which is definitely not compatible with the guiding
nature of creation, its purposefulness and finality and the existence of a wise
God in the universe and God’s finalism. On the other hand, it seems
incorrect to claim that these qualifications can be separated from the theory
of “evolution” and keep the theory itself.

Keywords: Darwin, religiosity, purposefulness, atheism, Darwinism,
"evolution" theory.
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A Critique of Hawking's Atheistic Results from the '""Spontaneous
Creation" Theory from the Perspective of Islamic Philosophy
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Abstract

Considering the progress of experimental sciences in recent years,
scientists have turned to answering philosophical problems with
experimental methods including Stephen Hawking, one of the
cosmological physicists. He claimed that the world is "spontaneous”, due
to the existence of laws such as "gravity”, and can create itself from
nothing, and there is no need to assume the existence of God for the
creation of the world. This article tries to criticize this claim and its
foundations using a clear statement and an argumentative method from
the perspective of Islamic philosophy. There are overall three answers to
this claim, which shows the strength of the foundations of Islamic
philosophy in responding to future challenges. This research shows that
the "possibility and necessity" argument, which is formed and developed
in the Islamic philosophy, can answer many such doubts. Another
outcome of this article is that knowing the material causes of phenomena
and providing scientific explanations for the origin of the world does not
mean that they do not need God.

Keywords: God, Hawking, nothing, natural laws, contingency, necessity of
possibility.
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