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The Relation between Philosophical Knowledge
and Religious Knowledge in the Evolutionary Course of the Soul:
A Comparative Study from the Perspective of Molla Sadra

Rezvaneh Qate’/ Ph.D. of Transcendental Wisdom, University of Isfahan

= Ali Asghar Ja’fari Valani/ Associate Professor of Department of Islamic Philosophy and
Theology, Shahid Motahhari University jafari_valani@yahoo.com
Received: 2022/08/03 - Accepted: 2022/12/26

Abstract

The basis of all knowledge is the knowledge of "existence”. Molla Sadra
considers knowledge a kind of existence and considers faith a kind of
knowledge; therefore, following the theory of ‘analogical gradation’, he
considers gradation in science and in faith as well. This means that the
soul’s knowledge of religious issues is the same as its knowledge of
philosophical and existential issues, and philosophical knowledge can be
considered a kind of religious knowledge in this field. Therefore, existential
truths such as God, prophet and Resurrection belong to philosophical
knowledge or wisdom, which Molla Sadra considers their knowledge
equivalent to religious or faith knowledge. Molla Sadra mentions different
levels for this type of knowledge — according to analogical gradation- some
of which are correct and some are incorrect. He believes the human soul
gradually goes through the levels of perfection (in both philosophical
knowledge and religious knowledge) and actualizes its potentialities, by
going through different sensory, imaginary and intellectual levels, as well as
acquiring different forms of acquired knowledge and intuitional knowledge.
Along with other evidences such as the use of different names of wisdom,
light and jurisprudence, this point shows that human beings achieve both
philosophical and religious knowledge, as a result of perfection in their
levels, which is a sign of the close connection between religious knowledge
and philosophical knowledge.

Keywords: knowledge, perfection of self, philosophical knowledge, religious
knowledge, Molla Sadra.
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The Goal and Expediency of Volitional Subject Acts
from Allameh Tabatabai's Point of View

Mehdi Burhan Mehrizi/ Assistant Professor of the Department of Philosophy, Imam Khomeini
Educational and Research Institute Mehreezi@gmail.com
Received: 2022/06/10 - Accepted: 2022/10/08

Abstract

Allameh Tabataba’i discusses the finality of acts in three steps: the first
step is to prove the finality of every movement; the second step is to prove
the finality of perfectible subjects in accidental and substantial
movements; and the third step is to prove the finality of non-perfectible
subjects. Using a descriptive-analytical method in this research, and
analyzing Allameh's phrases, | have concluded that the comprehensive
definition of goal is "the perfect and complete status that is meant by the
subject for performing the action". Considering the semantic symmetry of
purpose and expediency, | will discuss expediency in Divine and human
actions and finally come to the conclusion that purpose and expediency in
human actions are outside the act because of their missing perfection; but
in Divine actions, they are the Divine action themselves. On this basis, the
Ash'arite’s view who believe the Divine actions do not have any
expediency, and also the Mu'tazilite’s view who believe the Divine
actions have expediencies in relation to the servants, would be invalid.

Keywords: goal, expediency, perfection, Divine actions, non-Divine actions,
Allameh Tabataba’i.
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An Investigation on Human Educational Involvements
in Natural Creatures

Abdul-Qasim Karimi/ Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, Ferdowsi University
of Mashhad a-karimi@um.ac.ir
Received: 2022/08/16 - Accepted: 2022/12/13

Abstract

There is no unanimity among Islamic thinkers in the quality and manner
of human educational changes in creatures with apparently no
intelligence, such as inanimate objects, plants and animals. Using
documentary and content analysis methods on the basis of theological
and philosophical foundations inspired by Qur’anic verses, this research
proves that human being, in terms of his/her scientific position and
educational status, is the means of God’s blessing and a facilitating
factor which improves the process of the evolution of other beings.
Teaching and learning is a high and unigue change in inanimate objects,
plants and animals, done genetically by God, and is under control of
human, and is compatible with the natural being’s lack of common
sense or their common sense. Having a scientific influence and control
over the limits, abilities, relationships and the laws dominant on
creatures, human being discovers their mysteries, by God's permission,
transforms their potentialities to actuality, and thus fulfills his own
needs and helps the other creatures’ perfection.

Keywords: educational position, having control over changes, degrees of
science, natural beings, howness and whyness of education.
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The Criteria and Instances of Clear Terms and Implied Statements
in Imamiyyah Theology: An Analytical Study

= Seyyed-Mohsen Mousavi/ M.A. of Islamic Studies and Theology, Imam Khomeini Educational
and Research institute smmzsm7378@gmail.com
Mohammad-Hossein Faryab/ Associate Professor of Department of Speech, Imam Khomeini
Educational and Research Institute
Received: 2022/07/01 - Accepted: 2022/11/15

Abstract

One of the topics raised in the discussion of Imamate in theological
books is the term "clear terms"(nass jali) and "implied statements™ (nass
khafi). The two terms, discussed following the topic of ‘the ways to
determine Imam’, have been mentioned in the theological works of
different sects, including Mu'tazila, Ash'ari, Zaidiyyah and Imamiyyah.
Among the different Islamic sects, only Imami theologians believe that
Imam Ali (PBUH) has been appointed as the immediate successor of the
Prophet via both clear terms and implied statements. Pointing to the
criterion of clear terms and implied statements from the Imami
theologians’ perspective, this article explains their reasons for proving
this belief and answers the questions raised by the opponents of this
belief, using an analytical-library method. Choosing the selected criteria
for clear terms and implied statements, it will be finally proved that
unlike the opinion of most theologians, the Ghadeer tradition is a clear
term, not an implied statement.

Key words: Imamate, Imam Ali, clear terms, implied statement, Imamiyyah,
theologians, Ghadir tradition.
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‘Sahih Muslim’ and Distorted Narrations

Abdu-Rrahman Bagerzadeh/ Associate Professor of Department of Islamic Studies,
Mazandaran University A .bagherzadeh@umz.ac.ir
Received: 2022/06/19 - Accepted: 2022/11/17

Abstract

One of the important sources of formation of theological and religious
beliefs for Muslims is Islamic hadiths. Therefore, it is necessary to pay
attention to the originality and refinement of its sources. According to the
majority of Ahl al-Sunna, ‘Sahih Muslim’ is the second authentic hadith
book, written by Muslim Ibn Hajjaj Neyshaburi(206-261 LAH), one of the
great hadith scholars of Ahl al-Sunna. It has a great position among Ahl al-
Sunna and they accept its narrations without any investigation. This position
requires the authenticity of the narrators, the chain of narration and the text
of the hadith. Since some distortions (despite its negative theological,
jurisprudential and etc. consequences) has entered many sources of Islamic
texts - including narrative, convictional, historical, etc. - the question arises
whether the mentioned book has been safe from distortion to be completely
reliable or not? The purpose of this research is to answer this question,
using a descriptive-analytical method and relying on various reliable Sunni
sources. Its most important result is that the ominous event of distortion has
entered this important and central book. These distortions are rooted in
theological discussions and have some direct and indirect consequences,
and require more precise researches.

Keywords: position of Ahl al-Bayt, Sahih Muslim, Hadith Thagalain, Hadith
Safina, distortion of truth.
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The Ambiguities of Ayatollah Misbah Yazdi's View
on the Realm of Religion: An Investigation

% Isa Moallem/ PhD Student of Philosophy of Religion, Imam Khomeini Educational and
Research Institute isamoallem@gmail.com
Safdar Elahi-Rad/ Assistant Professor of the Department of Religion and Philosophy, Imam
Khomeini Education and Research Institute
Received: 2022/07/27 - Accepted: 2022/10/29

Abstract

The realm of religion is one of the important topics among theologians
and philosophers of religion and has been discussed in contemporary
times with titles such as ‘human need for religion’, ‘human expectations
from religion’, and ‘the realm of Sharia’. The main issues in this regard
are as follows: What is religion? What are its pillars and components?
And to what extent can it be involved in human life? In what issues
should religion interfere? Ayatollah Misbah Yazdi believes explaining the
matters related to the eternal prosperity of mankind are in the realm of
religion. His point of view has led to some ambiguities, investigated in
this article, using a library method with an analytical approach. Some of
these ambiguities and problems are: the secularization of religion; failure
to recognize statements that are related to human prosperity; many
religious texts will come out of the domain of religion; how to identify the
direct or indirect relationship between propositions and... This article
explains and examines these ambiguities. The most important finding of
this article is that these ambiguities are mainly caused by the lack of
proper understanding of the mentioned point of view.

Keywords: definition of religion, domain of religion, Ayatollah Misbah
Yazidi's view, religious science, science and religion, Islamization of sciences.
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An Explanation of the Realm of Religion
from the Perspective of ‘Osul al-Kafi’

= Hamid-Reza Ramezani Darh/ Master of Philosophy of Religion, Imam Khomeini Educational
and Research Institute hamidrez1404@chamail.com
Reza Keshavarz Siyahpoush/ PhD student of Theology, Imam Khomeini Educational and
Research Institute
Safdar Elahi-Rad/ Assistant Professor of the Department of Theology and Philosophy of
Religion, Imam Khomeini Education and Research Institute
Received: 2022/08/11 - Accepted: 2022/12/13

Abstract

One of the contemporary theological topics debated, under the influence
of the new western culture, is the issue of "the realm of religion". This
discussion is important because it can clearly help us understand religious
texts and is an evidence for the correct understanding of religion. | have
studied the approach of one of the important Shi’ite collection of
traditions, i.e. the noble book ‘Usul al-Kafi’, regarding "the realm of
religion", by compiling hadith groups. Putting together all the traditions of
‘Usul al-Kafi’ with the same subject according to a general standard, I
have found that " the interference of religion in different fields of human
life is to the extent that it is tied to the ultimate prosperity of human". It is
important to consider that examining the domain of religion from an intra-
religious perspective is assumed to be possible.

Keywords: religion, the domain of religion, traditions, Usul al-Kafi, minimal,
maximal, comprehensiveness (moderate)
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A Critical Analysis of Religious Science according
to Ibn Hazm Qurtubi's Thought

. Fardin Jamshidi-mehr/ Assistant Professor of Theology (Philosophy), Department of Gonbad
Kavus University flamshidi@gonbad.ac.ir
Mohammad Ali Mohammadpour Fakhr-Abadi/ M.A. of Shia Studies at Qom University
Kokab Darabi/ Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Philosophy and Theology,
Mazandaran University
Received: 2022/09/10 - Accepted: 2022/12/26

Abstract
The main question of this research is: what is religious science, with a
case study of lbn Hazm Qurtubi's point of view. | have used a library
research method in collecting the data of this article and have presented a
rational analysis and description of the data. The main finding of this
research is that from lbn Hazm's point of view, a science is religious if
that science is in connection with religion in its source or end. This point
distinguishes Ibn Hazm's view from some contemporary thinkers such as
Avyatollah Javadi Amoli, who believe a science is religious if its subject -
or what is known- is religious. Based on human goals, Ibn Hazm divides
science into worldly and otherworldly sciences and introduces the
otherworldly science as the "knowledge of Sharia". In his opinion, the
science of Sharia, and all the sciences that serve Sharia, are considered a
religious science as much as they serve the science of Sharia; but he did
not pay attention to the equivocal meaning of this world and the hereafter.

Keywords: lbn Hazm, science, knowledge, Sharia science, religious science,
world, Hereafter.
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The Levels of Knowledge of God from Dionysius
and Suhrawardi’s Point of View

= Mohammad Reza’ian Haqq/ Assistant Professor of Department of Islamic Studies, Farhangian
University rezaeiyanhagh@gmail.com
Bakhsh-Ali Qanbari/ Associate Professor of Department of Religions and Mysticism, Islamic
Azad University, Central Tehran Branch
Abdul-Hossein Tariqi/ Assistant Professor of the Department of Religions and Mysticism,
Islamic Azad University, Central Tehran Branch
Received: 2022/05/17 - Accepted: 2022/09/07

Abstract

One of the important topics and concerns of all mystical schools, which is
significantly different from the approach of other intellectual fields, is
how to know God. This mystical knowledge tried to reach a kind of direct
knowledge, called intuitive knowledge. We can mention Dionysius and
Suhrawardi - among the mystics and sages of the two great traditions of
Christianity and Islam - who have common opinions on this issue. They
believe the knowledge of God has different levels and evaluate its levels
according to one’s closeness and distance from God. The first step of
God’s knowledge is the level of affirmation (ijab), i.e. knowing and
approaching God through rational knowledge (affirmative theology); and
in the next level, is the negation of any imperfection from God (negative
theology). According to the works of Suhrawardi and Dionysius, the
levels of God’s knowledge is related to the levels of being, humans and
angels. Suhrawardi and Dionysius believe that human’s or object’s degree
of closeness or distance from the Divine lights depends on their ability.
Dionysius considers the level of ‘negation of negation’ and what he calls
‘the Divine darkness’ as the highest level of knowledge. This darkness is,
in fact, the result of the brightness and abundance of light such that it
prevents human seeing and understanding by his/her eye and intellect
until it enters the darkness beyond reason where, according to Suhrawardi,
knowledge is lost in the known.

Keywords: God, negative knowledge, negation of negation, Divine darkness,
light of the lights, Dionysius, Suhrawardi.
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A Criticism of Clark Pinnock's View on ""God's Prior Knowledge
of the Future" from the Perspective of Imamiyyah Theologians

Mohammad Ebrahim Turkmani/ PhD of Imamiyya Theology, University of Qur'an and Hadith
E.Torkamani@yahoo.com
Received: 2022/09/11 - Accepted: 2022/12/30

Abstract

Clark Pinnock (one of the founders of open theism) believes that although
all theologians (both traditional and open theists) are unanimous that God
has "absolute knowledge™ and knows what He will do on the basis of His
knowledge of the past, present and future, but open theists believe that no
being (not even God) can know "in advance™ what exactly a free man will
do in the future; because: first, knowledge of the future is logically
impossible (because it either does not exist or is completely based on
possibility); second, "foreknowing an optional act" is in conflict with the
freedom of man and God,; third, this is in conflict with the two teachings of
"Divine Providence™ and "Trust in God". Looking at the works of Imami
theologians, on the other hand, | found out that there are serious criticisms
on Pinnock's view; for example for many logical and narrative reasons, God
is omniscient of himself and other beings, and this knowledge does not
negate His will or human's will and is not in conflict with other revelatory
teachings, such as "Providence" and "trust". | try to criticize Pinnock’s view
about "God's prior knowledge of the future™ from the perspective of Imami
theologians using a descriptive-analytical method.

Keywords: freedom, open theism, Pinnock, determinism, prior knowledge,
Imami theologians.
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Semantics of '"Subordination of Knowledge to the Known'';
an Investigation of Its Efficiency in Answering the Question
of "The Divine Prior-Knowledge and Human Choice"

Abdo-Rrahim Soleimani Behbahani/ Assistant Professor of the Department of ‘Compiling
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Received: 2022/06/05 - Accepted: 2022/10/12

Abstract

Proponents of the theory of ‘human free will’ have answered the famous
question of “incompatibility of the eternal Divine knowledge with free
will", using both analytical (halli) answers and counter-examples (nagzi).
One of the analytical answers is based on the principle of "subordination of
knowledge to the known". The mentioned principle implies that knowledge
is subordinate to the known and cannot effect the necessity or the
impossibility of the action. Some have denied the application of this
principle to God. Reporting and explaining the above-mentioned answer,
this research — using a descriptive-analytical method — studies the different
views on the correctness or incorrectness of this solution. This article shows
that the origin of rejecting the mentioned solution is the denial of applying
the principle of “subordination of knowledge to the known” to “actual
knowledge” — the Divine prior-knowledge being of this type-. This answer
can be defended in two ways: we should say the referent of the prior-
knowledge is not an external known [object], or given the generality of the
principle of subordination and the lack of influence of knowledge on the
known, we should apply it to Divine prior-knowledge as well.

Keywords: subordination of knowledge to the known, actual knowledge,
passive knowledge, Divine prior-knowledge, eternal knowledge.
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The Intellectual and Narrative Proofs
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Abstract

Muslim philosophers face a challenge in the knowledge of God: the
Almighty God and religious leaders have invited them to know God on
the one hand; and there are teachings that forbid thinking about God’s
essence on the other hand. This has created a question of whether the
philosophers' method of rational dealing with this issue is basically
correct or not. If their method is correct, how should these teachings be
dealt with? This challenge led us to analyze this question to find out if it
is possible to know God at all. And if so, to what extent? Is it possible to
know only the attributes of God or is it possible to know the essence of
God? To determine the exact dimensions of this challenge, | will study it
in some steps. In the first step, | briefly explain the three points of view
that can be proposed in this field; in the second step, I examine the
proofs of these views, and in the final step, | prove my view, criticizing
the other views, and will show that it is possible to know God's
attributes and acts; however, it is not possible to know God’s essence.

Keywords: Divine essence, essence, thinking about God, belief in God,
religious teachings.
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