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Abstract

When the extensive discussions in the field of the knowledge of the
Necessary Being (knowledge of His essence and of existents) mature
and become intertwined with His agency, power, providence, and will,
the concept of the “wisdom of the Necessary Being” emerges and calls
for investigation and inquiry. The perspective of Muslim philosophers on
this subject is long-standing, and, influenced by Qur’anic teachings, they
have sought to understand the nature of divine wisdom. The discussion of
God’s wisdom reached a significant stage of development in the thought
of Avicenna (Ibn Sina). He regarded three categories—knowledge,
causality, and divine satisfaction (good pleasure)—as the fundamental
elements of the wisdom of the Necessary Being. After Avicenna, and
within the same framework of his conceptual clarification, philosophers
such as Suhrawardt and Sadr al-Din al-Shirazi (Mulla Sadra), as well as
commentators of the Sadrian tradition, undertook to expand and deepen
these three foundational elements. The present study seeks, on the basis
of the philosophical principles of Suhrawardt and Sadr al-Din al-Shirazi
and within the framework of Avicennian conceptualization, to elucidate
the concept of divine wisdom to the extent possible and within the limits
of its research capacity.

Keywords: wisdom of the Necessary Being; providence of the Necessary;
knowledge of the Necessary; will of the Necessary; good; evil
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Abstract

Extraordinary phenomena such as near-death experiences, out-of-body
experiences, telepathy, spirit summoning, and veridical (true) dreams
pose a serious challenge to materialistic presuppositions and empirical
methodologies. Using an analytical approach and library-based research
methods, this article critiques the performance of empiricists in their
confrontation with these phenomena. Due to the inherent limitations
of experimental methods, materialistic presuppositions, and scientific
bias, empiricists often ignore existing evidence or call its credibility into
question. This approach has led many reliable findings and observations
in the field of extraordinary phenomena to be challenged or dismissed.
The present article examines the methodological shortcomings of
this approach, including the use of double standards, excessive focus
on ambiguous points, and reliance on unproven hypotheses, and
demonstrates that a rational acceptance of these phenomena requires
abandoning materialistic biases and adopting more comprehensive
and impartial approaches. The article also emphasizes the necessity of
revising current scientific methods and expanding research in this field
in order to achieve a better understanding of the non-material dimensions
of extraordinary phenomena.

Keywords: near-death experience; out-of-body experience; telepathy; spirit
summoning; veridical dream; empirical method; immateriality of the soul
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Abstract

The issue of personal identity has occupied the minds of scholars for
many years. To understand the nature of personal identity, several
perspectives have been proposed, the most significant of which are
the psychological continuity view and the non-physical substantial
continuity view. Proponents of the psychological continuity view argue
that our continuity involves a psychological relationship that can rely on
various criteria such as memory, beliefs, recollections, and so on. Some
empirical studies have suggested that ethics can also serve as a criterion
for the realization of personal identity alongside these factors. Based
on the acceptance of the psychological continuity view and considering
these studies, ethics not only plays a role in the realization of personal
identity but also ranks far above other criteria of psychological continuity,
such as memory, perceptions, desires, and personality. In this paper, in
addition to critiquing the psychological continuity view, we argue from
the perspective of non-physical substantial continuity—the view we
endorse—that the stable “self” is a non-material substance upon which
all internal states, including ethics, depend. Therefore, ethics cannot
constitute our philosophical identity.

Keywords: ethics; personal identity; moral identity; non-physical substantial
sameness; psychological continuity
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Abstract

According to the theory of intertextuality, no text or discourse exists that
is not derived from other texts. The Holy Qur’an, which is the miracle
of the Noble Prophet and was sent for the guidance of humanity, has
inspired many religious and theological works by great scholars. Nahj
al-Balaghah is one of the texts that has been profoundly influenced by
the Qur’an, and its intertextual relationship with Qur’anic verses is
extensive. Examining all dimensions of intertextuality between Nahj
al-Balaghah and the Qur’an requires numerous studies. Focusing on
the topic of “prophethood,” the present research employs a descriptive—
analytical method to answer the question: What is the nature of the
allusive intertextual relations concerning prophethood between Nahj al-
Balaghah and the Qur’an? The findings indicate that Imam °“Alt (peace
be upon him) extensively explained issues related to prophethood—
especially specific prophethood—by drawing inspiration from Qur’anic
verses. General prophethood is mentioned twenty-two times, reflecting
themes such as God’s selection of prophets for guidance, the covenant
taken from the prophets, and their duty of conveying the message.
Specific prophethood is mentioned forty-five times and includes topics
such as the recognition of the Seal of the Prophets by followers of other
religions, the guidance of the pre-Islamic Arabs and their salvation from
Hellfire, glad tidings of the final Prophet’s mission, and the Ahl al-Bayt
as the successors of the Prophet.

Keywords: Imam °‘Alt; Nahj al-Balaghah; Qur’an; allusive intertextuality;
general prophethood; specific prophethood
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The Diversity of Qur’anic Discourses: Beneficial or Detrimental
to the Dream Interpretation of Revelation?
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Abstract

The majority of Islamic scholars hold that the Qur’an is the word
of God and was revealed to the Prophet in these very words. In
contrast, Abdolkarim Soroush argues that the Qur’an is a description
of the Prophet’s own observations in a special visionary experience.
Accepting or rejecting this claim can greatly affect our perspective on
the Qur’an and the balance of divinity and humanity attributed to it.
Soroush’s hypothesis can be examined from various hadithic, historical,
philosophical, and phenomenological perspectives. One critical category
of data for evaluating these two viewpoints concerns the internal textual
features of the Qur’an, including the arrangement of speaker, addressee,
and the presence or absence of various subjects within the text. Soroush
maintains that these data support his hypothesis. This paper demonstrates,
however, that these data actually undermine Soroush’s hypothesis and
reinforce the conventional view.

Keywords: dream; revelation; Abdolkarim Soroush; Qur’anic discourses;
attentiveness (iltifat)
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A Critical Analysis of the Theological Foundations of the Theory
Denying the Miraculous Nature of the Original Torah and Gospel
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Received: 2025/06/22 - Accepted: 2025/08/25

Abstract

The issue of the miraculous nature of the heavenly scriptures prior to the
Qur’an—especially the original Torah and Gospel—has received little
attention in Islamic theology. The theory denying the miraculous character
ofthese books has emerged on the basis of specific theological assumptions
and has influenced interpretations of the status of divine revelation. The
importance of examining and criticizing these foundations lies in the fact
that any position regarding the miraculous or non-miraculous nature of
earlier scriptures depends on the validity of these assumptions. Using an
analytical—critical approach, this study first identifies and reconstructs
these foundations, including the absence of supernatural disruption of
ordinary causality, the lack of formal challenge (tahaddi), the existence of
counter-examples, and the denial of universality. It then critically evaluates
them from both rational and revelatory perspectives. The findings show
that these foundations lack sufficient demonstrative power and are
inconsistent with rational analysis and Qur’anic evidence. Accordingly,
the theory denying the miraculous nature of the original Torah and Gospel
lacks theoretical coherence and requires fundamental reconsideration.

Keywords: theological theories of miracle, miracle of heavenly scriptures,
original Torah and Gospel, foundations of the theory of the Qur’an’s
miraculous nature
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Abstract

Resurrection, as a fundamental pillar of Islam, possesses multiple
dimensions. The manner in which the dead are resurrected is a central
issue in eschatology and the subject of divergent views. Ayatollah
Subhani, a prominent contemporary theologian, while affirming
the presence of the immaterial soul in the afterlife, emphasizes the
possibility of elemental (material) resurrection. He bases this claim
solely on transmitted evidence, especially Qur’anic verses. The aim
of this study is to critically analyze the Qur’anic evidence cited by
Ayatollah Subhani in support of elemental resurrection. The research
adopts a theoretical and problem-oriented approach, based on content
analysis and argumentative examination. Through reference to Qur’anic
verses and Subhani’s works, the relevant arguments are extracted and
analyzed using principles of inference. The findings indicate that his
emphasis on the apparent meaning of Qur’anic verses, without sufficient
rational analysis, has led him to affirm elemental resurrection, whereas
closer examination reveals ambiguities in the indication of these verses.
Ultimately, the study shows that the cited Qur’anic evidence does not
provide conclusive proof of elemental resurrection.

Keywords: Qur’anic arguments for elemental resurrection, Ayatollah Subhani,
bodily resurrection, elemental resurrection, critique of elemental
resurrection
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Abstract

The discussion of free will and human influence over actions is one of the
most significant issues in anthropology and theology and is connected with
many Islamic sciences. The human being possesses multiple dimensions,
one of which is free will. Imam Ali explicitly emphasized human freedom
and agency in opposition to deterministic interpretations. Belief in free
will manifests itself in lifestyle. Using a descriptive—analytical method,
this paper examines Imam Ali’s statements on free will and its role in
shaping human lifestyle. An active or passive lifestyle results respectively
from affirming or denying free will. Progress, success, divine reward,
and happiness are realized through freedom and effort; without free
will, reward and punishment would be meaningless. Effort and striving
constitute a fundamental feature of lifestyle arising from belief in human
freedom.

Keywords: free will, the middle position (between determinism and delegation),
determinism, delegation, lifestyle, effort, Imam Ali
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Abstract

Beliefs, as the fundamental foundations of religion, must be based on
reasoning and certainty so that other religious teachings may rest upon
firm convictions. For this reason, Islamic scholars have emphasized the
necessity of certainty in the principles of faith. However, an examination
of their views shows that only Ayatollah Qadi Tabataba'1 and the late
Muhaqqiq Qummi have explicitly addressed the level of certainty
required in the domain of beliefs. Using a descriptive—analytical method
and a comparative study of the views of these two thinkers, the present
research seeks to answer the question of whether attaining certainty in
the strict sense (logical certainty) is necessary in the domain of beliefs, or
whether lower degrees—such as certainty in the specific sense or certainty
in the general sense (psychological certainty), or even customary certainty
(including certainty obtained through imitation, taqlid)—are sufficient.
Qadt Tabataba’1 emphasizes the necessity of certainty in the strict sense
in matters of belief and does not consider imitation to be permissible,
whereas Muhaqqiq Qummi does not regard this level of certainty as
necessary and considers inner reassurance (including firm conviction
resulting from imitation) to be sufficient. It appears that logical certainty,
although desirable and attainable by capable individuals, is not obligatory
due to the impossibility of achieving this level of certainty in all doctrinal
matters and because of differences in the capacities of religiously
responsible individuals. Lower levels of certainty are therefore sufficient.
Moreover, certain knowledge obtained through conscious imitation of
experts constitutes a form of reasoning and possesses rational validity in
the domain of beliefs.

Keywords: beliefs; certainty; imitation (taqlid); Qadi Tabataba'1; Muhaqqiq
Qummi
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Abstract

Radical Orthodoxy is a theological movement that critiques secular
modernity, arguing that modern philosophy and political thought are
based on distorted interpretations of Christian theology. This article
examines the intellectual foundations of Radical Orthodoxy, its
engagement with Christian theological traditions, and its critique of
secular rationality. Drawing on the works of John Milbank, Catherine
Pickstock, and Graham Ward, the study shows how this movement has
contributed to contemporary theology, philosophy, and political theory. It
also reviews criticisms directed at the movement, particularly accusations
of theological idealism and rejection of modern secular frameworks. The
article concludes that Radical Orthodoxy presents a powerful theological
critique of secularism and restores theology as a foundational discipline
in intellectual inquiry. Given its significance, further investigation of its
wide-ranging and multifaceted influence on contemporary theology and
its relationship with Western philosophical developments may open new
horizons in interdisciplinary research.

Keywords: Radical Orthodoxy, secularism, modernism, postmodernism,
political theology
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Abstract

Religious knowledge enables humans to attain a deeper understanding
of religious concepts, the meaning of life, and the relationship with the
Creator and creation, resulting in human happiness and perfection. Re-
ligious thinkers have always sought to achieve the most accurate and
comprehensive understanding of religion and, for this purpose, have
employed various methods. Allameh Tabataba’i, as a prominent figure
in religious thought, made significant efforts to achieve a correct under-
standing of religion and to transmit methods for religious knowledge.
This study, using a descriptive—analytical approach and an examination
of Allameh Tabataba’i’s works, seeks to identify and present his most
important strategies for advancing specialized religious research. Strat-
egies such as the primacy of truth, rationality, interpretation (ta’wil),
application (tatbiq), distinction (tafkik), adherence to method, validation
of knowledge (i‘tibariyat), religious community, and ethical life provide
an appropriate framework for researchers and specialists in religious
studies, allowing them to achieve a deeper understanding of religion
and offer religious knowledge close to reality. The results indicate that
employing these strategies plays a significant role in shaping Allameh
Tabataba’i’s social perspectives and can serve as a model for contempo-
rary religious research.

Keywords: Allameh Tabataba’i; religious knowledge; religious research;
religious community
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Abstract

Religious sources describe characteristics and transformations for
humanity and the world in the Fra of Reappearance that indicate
remarkable and comprehensive elevation and growth, to such an extent
that the human being and the world of that era appear fundamentally
different from those prior to it. This study, using library data, philosophical
reasoning, and textual interpretation, examines the applicability of the
philosophical theory of the intensification of existence in the natural world
to interpreting the transformations mentioned in narrations regarding the
Era of Reappearance. Sadra philosophy, based on its principles, views
the natural world as a realm entirely characterized by transformation and
dynamism, continuously undergoing intensification and gradual perfection
through a single unified motion. This article attempts to explain the
features of the Era of Reappearance found in religious sources within the
framework of Sadra theory and to present a rationally coherent account of
humanity and the world in that era. The most important results of applying
this philosophical theory include: eliminating the necessity of explaining
the events of the Reappearance in purely miraculous terms; explaining
why the time of the Reappearance is not a case of arbitrary preference
without justification; emphasizing the necessity of human participation
through preparing the capacities of humanity and the world to receive
the perfections of that era; providing a comprehensive explanation of
the human, terrestrial, celestial, and natural transformations of that time;
and explaining the necessity of the existence of the Imam of the Age and
rejecting doubts concerning his historical existence.

Keywords: Era of Reappearance, intensification of existence in the natural
world, substantial motion, gradual intensification, Sadra philosophy
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