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Abstract

In the present era, characterized by a crisis of spirituality and the
proliferation of emergent and false kinds of spirituality, it is essential
to explain the authentic foundations of Islamic spirituality in order to
preserve its originality and efficacy. The purpose of this article is to
extract the specific monotheistic foundations of Islamic spirituality.
Employing a descriptive-analytical method and relying on authentic
Islamic sources, this study demonstrates that theoretical and practical
monotheism is not merely a theological principle but the epistemological
and practical basis for the spiritual life of the believer. According to the
research findings, the most important specific and proximate foundations
of Islamic spirituality derived from the principle of theoretical
monotheism include: God as the sole source of spirituality; the role
of the unity of divine attributes in fostering contentment and peace of
heart in the face of divine decrees; the exclusivity of inner connection to
connection with God; and God as the origin of all spiritual connections
and the determinant of the roadmap of spirituality. Furthermore, some
of the most significant specific foundations of Islamic spirituality that
can be derived from practical monotheism are: ascending the ladder
of spirituality through pure obedience to God; exclusive love for God;
asceticism (zuhd) and liberation from worldly attachment of the heart;
mindful and heartfelt attention to God; and God as the sole worthy
source of seeking help.

Keywords: Islamic spirituality, essential monotheism (tawhid dhati), attributive
monotheism (tawhid sifatt), monotheism of acts (tawhid af*al1), practical
monotheism (tawhid ‘amali), Misbah Yazdi.
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Abstract

The problem of evil has always been a concern for scholars, and
various answers have been given to it. The importance of this problem
reveals the necessity of research. Moral realism can provide a suitable
explanation of this problem, as has been accomplished in this research
using a rational-traditional-based method. Moral realism, based on the
inherent perfectionism of the human being, which is a real matter and
whose true instance is nearness to God (al-qurb ila Allah), considers the
intrinsic value of morality to be real, and given that extrinsic values are
determined on the basis of real intrinsic value, it believes in the reality of
all moral values. The degree of perfection of individuals is determined
by their voluntary actions and acquired attributes, which have extrinsic
moral value. There is a close relationship between human perfections
and the existential system of the universe, and good and evil are directly
related to the degree of individual perfections. The deficiency of
perfection, resulting from an actually unsound action, leads to affliction
with punitive evils, which manifest as punishment in the hereafter and
as worldly calamities in this world. Of course, some evils occur because
of their role in promoting and perfecting human beings.

Keywords: evils, moral realism, moral anti-realism, human perfection,
promotional evils (shurtir-i tarfiji), punitive evils (shurtir-i tanbihi), divine
nearness (al-qurb al-ilaht).
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Abstract

Divine vision (ru’yat Allah), which is explicitly mentioned in numerous
verses and narratives, has been a point of contention among Muslim
thinkers, such that they have adopted various positions in explaining
and justifying this issue: some affirm vision with the physical eye, while
others negate it and accept a vision other than with the physical eye.
Meanwhile, Ayatollah Javadi Amuli, as one of the great expositors of
Sadra transcendent philosophy, has addressed this issue in his works.
The main problem of this research is to examine the possibility of seeing
God from the perspective of Professor Javadi Amuli in two domains:
sensory vision and intellectual vision, processed through a descriptive-
analytical method. The research findings show that he not only proves the
impossibility of sensory vision of God with multiple positive arguments
and critiques the arguments of the opposing view, but also, unlike most
thinkers, attends to the issue of intellectual vision and negates it as well
with various arguments.

Keywords: divine vision (ru’yat Allah), sensory vision, intellectual vision,
Javadi Amult.
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Abstract

The doctrine of “negation of attributes” (nafy al-sifat) is one of the
controversial discussions in attributive monotheism (tawhid sifati),
which emphasizes the negation of any external realization of attributes
in the divine essence. In addition to its ontological dimension, it also has
epistemological and semantic aspects. Although this doctrine has been
accepted by many theologians and some early philosophers, today (due
to the predominance of the philosophical theory of identity or ‘ayniyah)
it is presented as an aberrant, rejected theory lacking rational support.
However, the narrations of the Ahl al-Bayt (upon them be peace), while
explicitly affirming the doctrine, provide the basis for various rational
arguments for it by stating the impossible consequences of God having
attributes, including the argument from the “necessity of limitation”
(luzom al-tahaddud). Despite its special place in the narrations, this
argument has rarely been treated systematically and independently. The
main problem of this research is to explain and rationally analyze this
entailment, drawing inspiration from the narrations. In this regard, using
an analytical-rational method, four epistemological bases are examined
and explained: “the inherent limitation of concepts,” ‘“concepts as
entailing limit,” “the impossibility of abstracting multiple concepts from
an unlimited essence,” and “the impossibility of concepts conveying
the unlimited reality.” The research findings show that based on these
foundations, the entailment of attribute with the limitation of the divine
essence can be rationally explained, thereby clarifying one of the
arguments for the doctrine of the negation of attributes.

Keywords: name, attribute, negation of attributes, infinite, narratives of the
entailment of attribute and limitation, inherent limitation of concepts,
concepts as entailing limit.
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Abstract

Today, atheists attempt to find a way to definitively deny God’s
existence by demonstrating inconsistency in divine attributes. In their
critical approach, they sometimes examine independently some of these
fundamental attributes, such as omniscience and omnipotence, aiming
to show each of these characteristics individually as self-contradictory
concepts. Moreover, another distinct strategy is to claim inconsistency
between two or more divine attributes, deeming the simultaneous
presence of these characteristics in a single being logically impossible.
One of the most prominent attributes that is repeatedly attacked, and
which atheists claim is self-contradictory, is God’s omniscience, hence
referring to it as the “paradox of omniscience.” To demonstrate this,
they rely on arguments based on Cantor’s theorem in set theory and
the divine liar paradox. In this article, we critically examine these two
arguments.

Keywords: atheism, inconsistency of divine attributes, paradox of omniscience,
Cantor’s theorem, divine liar paradox, philosophy of religion.
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Abstract

The research problem of the present paper is: How is Christian belief in
essential impossibilities (impossible by essence) possible? Christianity
is built upon firm belief in matters such as the incarnation of God, His
suffering, death, and subsequent resurrection from the dead, and these
dogmatic beliefs that must be accepted unconditionally are called
“dogmas.” However, these matters are considered essential impossibilities
and impossible-by-essence. The research method of this paper is
descriptive-analytical of the critical analysis type, drawing on various
logical rules, whereby the meaningfulness of “essential impossibilities”
is analyzed. The most important finding of this paper is that essential
impossibilities lack a determinate concept in the mind and should be
regarded as ‘“‘concept-semblances” (mathiim-nama). After logically
proving this, it becomes clear that belief in an impossible-by-essence is, in
fact, belief without an object (muta‘allaq). Consequently, since one cannot
believe in “nothing,” one must assume that a Christian brings to mind an
image of a possible concept (a delusive and vague concept), believes in
it, incorrectly applies an impossible-by-essence title (e.g., the incarnation
of God) to that mental concept, and then claims to have believed in an
impossibility.

Keywords: Christian Trinity, belief in the impossible, essential impossibilities,
concept-semblance (mathiim-nama), the opposition of privation and
possession (‘adam wa malakah).
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We believe in one God... And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son

of God, begotten of the Father, Light of Light, very God of very

God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father By

whom all things were made... (Schaff, 1984).
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crucifixus est dei filius: non pudet, quia pudendum est. et mortuus

est dei filius: prorsus credibile est, quia ineptum est. et sepultus



resurrexit: certum est, quia impossibile.
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Abstract

Can adopting views that question the genuineness of religious
disagreements help resolve the skepticism arising from religious
disagreement and render us independent of examining the epistemic
foundations of this challenge? In response to this question, the present
paper examines three views that deny the genuineness of religious
disagreements by offering unconventional interpretations of the nature
of religious beliefs: (1) Religious non-cognitivism, which considers
disagreements in religious beliefs to be of the type of differences in
attitudes; (2) Religious relativism, which denies absolute truth in the
realm of religion; (3) Religious pluralism, which holds that seemingly
conflicting beliefs of religions can be simultaneously true. The paper
examines these three views and their degree of success in overcoming
the epistemological challenge of religious disagreement, arguing that
although accepting them may reduce some epistemological challenges
of religious disagreement, given the serious problems of these views,
they cannot be considered a suitable solution to this challenge.

Keywords: epistemology of disagreement, religious beliefs, religious non-cog-
nitivism, religious relativism, religious pluralism.
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Abstract

The infallibility (‘ismah) of the Imams from the beginning of their
birth is one of the most fundamental beliefs of Imami theology. At first
glance, this belief appears incompatible with the foundations of Mulla
Sadra’s philosophy, because Sadr al-Muti’allihin considers the human
soul weak at its origin and introduces substantial motion (al-harakat al-
jawhariyyah) as the cause of its gradual perfection. However, through
a Sadra philosophical analysis, the infallibility of the Imams can be
understood. The main question of this research is: how can one explain the
infallibility of the Imams using the principles of transcendent philosophy
(al-hikmah al-muta‘aliyah)? Using an analytical-argumentative method
and based on theological and philosophical sources, this article shows that
principles such as the gradation of existence (tashkik al-wujid), the unity
of knowledge and existence (ittihad al-‘ilm wa al-wujud), and substantial
motion are well capable of providing a philosophical explanation of
infallibility. The Imams are created at a level of intensity of existence
such that they possess complete intuitive knowledge (‘ilm hudtrt) of
good and evil, and for this reason, the commission of sin by them is
impossible. This explanation, while responding to doubts concerning free
will, discrimination in creation, and the Imam’s knowledge in childhood,
has important implications for the individual and social upbringing of
Muslims.

Keywords: infallibility, Imam, substantial motion, Mulla Sadra, gradation of
existence, intuitive knowledge.
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Abstract

Telepathy, meaning mental communication between two humans without
the use of sensory faculties, has long been a subject of interest. The
existence of this phenomenon is generally denied by materialists and
physicalists, whereas dualists cite it as evidence for the correctness of their
own view. The present paper attempts to render a judgment in this regard
using a library-based, descriptive-critical method, and after explaining
the various dimensions of this phenomenon, discusses the reason and the
origin of telepathy. The author believes that the failure of empiricists to
provide an empirical and defensible explanation of telepathy, as well as
its characteristics that are inconsistent with the known laws governing
the material world, strengthens the possibility that immaterial matters
are involved in its occurrence. Relying on existing evidence (including
the results of Ganzfeld experiments) and gathering other usable forms of
knowledge in this field, the research concludes that telepathy may be an
indication of the immaterial and abstract dimension of the human being
(the soul or nafs).

Keywords: telepathy, soul (nafs), immateriality of the soul, Ganzfeld.
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Abstract

After the theory of the conflict between science and religion was proposed
in the West and this issue entered Islamic societies, various thinkers
suggested solutions to resolve this conflict, including the theory of
overlap and unification of science and religion, the theory of distinction
with various interpretations, and the theory of interaction and evolution.
These discussions were also seriously pursued among Islamic thinkers,
and efforts were made to distance themselves from this theory. Ayatollah
Misbah Yazdi, with a scientific approach, has evaluated the solutions of
Western thinkers in order to prevent the weakening of religious values
and to provide a deeper understanding of the relationship between religion
and science. The problem of the present study is to evaluate the solutions
proposed by various thinkers for resolving the aforementioned conflict
from the perspective of Ayatollah Misbah Yazdi. The aim is to examine
and analyze these solutions and explain his views on them. This research
has been conducted using a descriptive-analytical method and through
library-based data collection. The results show that from his perspective,
solutions such as separating the domains of science and religion, the
multiplicity of readings (ta‘addud-i qira’at), linguistic separation, minimal
religion, and the scientific interpretation of religion are insufficient due to
their reliance on Western epistemological foundations. He emphasizes the
necessity of a more comprehensive approach for a correct understanding
of the relationship between science and religion.

Keywords: conflict between science and religion, multiplicity of readings
(qira’at), domain distinction, linguistic boundary, minimal religion,
maximal religion, scientific interpretation of religion, Misbah Yazdr.
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Abstract

This research examines the historical and theoretical roots of the con-
cept of “Islamization of the sciences” through a comprehensive analy-
sis of the ontological, theological, epistemological, and methodological
foundations of al-Jahiz in his polemical work *Al-Radd ‘ala al-Nasara*
(The Refutation of the Christians). The aim of this study, conducted
using a descriptive-analytical method, is to explain how al-Jahiz’s intel-
lectual framework in theological debates with Christians can be consid-
ered an indigenous historical model for the Islamization of the sciences
in the contemporary era. The results show that al-Jahiz’s ontological
foundations are based on absolute monotheism and divine transcen-
dence (tanzih), which stipulate that the order of the world (the subject
of science) is a reflection of a single wise origin. His epistemological
foundations emphasize the centrality of reason alongside revelation and
a serious critique of blind imitation (taqlid), thereby authorizing a fun-
damental critique of rival scientific paradigms. Methodologically, he
employs a hybrid approach (dialectical logic, historical induction, and
sociological analysis) to produce and validate knowledge. This coherent
intellectual structure is not merely a theological approach; rather, it re-
flects an indigenous philosophy of science that provided the necessary
intellectual groundwork for scientific development committed to Islam-
ic principles. Finally, the article concludes that reviving this classical
methodology can contribute to the theoretical and practical enrichment
of the concept of the Islamization of the sciences in the present age.

Keywords: al-Jahiz, Al-Radd ‘ala al-Nasara, Islamization of the sciences,
ontology, epistemology, methodology.
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Abstract

This article is written with the aim of critically analyzing the law of
attraction based on the intellectual foundations of ‘Allamah Misbah Yazdi.
The main research question is whether the fundamental teachings of the
law of attraction, which are based on concepts such as mental frequency,
cosmic energy, and the principle of “like attracts like,” are compatible
with the philosophical and theological framework of ‘Allamah. The
research method is analytical-comparative. First, the definition and
metaphysical structure of the law of attraction are explained, then it is
compared with ‘Allamah’s philosophical and theological principles such
as the monotheism of acts (tawhid af‘ali), God’s necessary existence
(wajib al-wujid), and the essential poverty (faqr) of the human being. The
analyses show that the energy-based foundation of the law of attraction is
incompatible with gradation of existence (tashkik al-wujid) and with the
monotheism of acts, because it reduces God’s role and wise divine will to
a mechanical mechanism of frequency reflection. Furthermore, the image
of the human being in this teaching—based on a kind of self-divinization
and absolute responsibility placed on the mind—conflicts with ‘Allamah’s
anthropology and his understanding of free will, moral responsibility,
and the actual conditions of human life. The article concludes that the
metaphysical foundations of the law of attraction are unacceptable from
‘Allamah’s perspective.

Keywords: law of attraction, energy, frequency, universe (ka’inat), Islamic
foundations, ‘Allamah Misbah Yazdi.
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