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Abstract

The present study, employing an analytical-critical method, evaluates the
controversy between the viewpoints of Richard Swinburne and Michael
Martin regarding the validity of cosmological arguments with a probabilistic
approach. Swinburne, expressing doubt about the efficacy of necessary
deductive arguments, offers a probabilistic argument on the basis of which
the "hypothesis of the existence of God," owing to its simplicity and greater
explanatory power, enjoys a higher probability than other explanatory
hypotheses of the universe. On the other hand, Michael Martin, by raising
three detailed criticisms, calls this argument into question: ambiguity in the
calculation of the prior probability of the complex universe, the
unjustifiability of the principle of simplicity in preferring the divine
hypothesis, and the indeterminacy of the probability of this universe being
created by Him. This article, while presenting the views of both parties,
demonstrates that Martin's criticisms are vulnerable in several respects: first,
overlooking essential philosophical rules and the initial lack of need for
probabilistic calculations; second, error in calculating the prior probability of
the complex universe and other issues raised by Martin; third, fallacy in
reasoning based on the principle of simplicity and an incorrect explanation
regarding the existence or non-existence of God. In conclusion, it must be
noted that although Swinburne's probabilistic argument may face challenges,
Martin's criticisms have likewise failed to invalidate it.

Keywords: Probabilistic Argument, Cosmological Argument, Richard Swinburne,
Michael Martin.
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Abstract

The Big Bang theory is a cosmological physics theory that explains the
origin of the universe. According to this theory, the universe came into
existence approximately 13.798 billion years ago as a result of a massive
explosion from a primordial fireball that was extremely dense and compact.
This theory has had various theological implications, including its use in
the teleological argument. The primary objective of this article is to
contribute to the deepening of religious beliefs, particularly belief in God,
by attending to the ultimate order existing in the universe. The method of
data collection is library-based and note-taking, and the method of
processing is analytical-descriptive. At the initial moment of the universe,
there existed precise fine-tunings that over billions of years led to the
emergence of an intelligent being called man. None of the approaches that
have attempted to explain this cosmic fine-tuning solely on the basis of
scientific laws without recourse to an intelligent governor have proven
adequate. Therefore, the Big Bang theory, given the refinements required
at the initial point of creation for the emergence of an intelligent being, can
serve as the minor premise of the teleological argument, thereby
demonstrating the necessity of an intelligent governor.

Keywords: Great Explosion, Big Bang, Teleological Argument, Multiverse,
String Theory, Theory of Evolution
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Abstract

In its oldest and most common model, the empirical method is a method
that arrives at theory on the basis of sensory observations, although
various formulations and analyses of this method have been proposed
among philosophers of science. This method is only effective in natural
matters and is incapable of proving or denying supernatural affairs.
Nevertheless, the achievements of the empirical method are highly
effective for proving or denying religious doctrines—especially belief-
based doctrines—and both proponents and opponents of religiosity utilize
these achievements in their favor. This article, using an analytical method,
examines the role of the empirical method in the acceptance of the most
fundamental religious doctrine, namely the "existence of God," in the
works of religious thinkers. Based on the investigation of the arguments
for proving the existence of God, it is concluded that religious scholars—
whether Muslim or non-Muslim—have, by employing the empirical
method, formulated three important arguments—the teleological, the
temporal (hudith), and the motion (haraka) arguments—and have thereby
proven the existence of God.

Keywords: God, Empirical Method, Teleological Argument, Temporal
Argument, Motion Argument.
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Abstract

Evolution is a theory that has been widely appropriated by atheists in the last
century. However, a reexamination of the history of the formation of this
theory demonstrates that its connection with atheistic interpretations is not a
logical necessity of the theory but rather the result of the dominance of a
particular interpretation. This research, focusing on the theoretical and
historical position of Alfred Russel Wallace, shows that the theory of
evolution—now known by the name of Charles Darwin—initially also
possessed a teleological reading. While accepting the mechanism of natural
selection, Wallace emphasized a kind of purposiveness and directionality
(directedness) in vital processes; however, this reading was marginalized
during the consolidation of the Darwinian narrative. The present study, after
conceptualizing "evolution,” "Wallace," and "the problem of directedness in
life," employs an analytical-historical method to analyze Wallace's biography,
the reasons for the marginalization of his view, the opinions of early and
contemporary biologists who affirm directedness, and the consequences of
excluding the Wallacean approach. The findings indicate that insisting on a
non-directed reading of evolution, besides depriving science of an alternative
interpretation, has led to unnecessary tensions between science and religion
and has provided a basis for atheistic exploitation of this theory. Accordingly,
a fair reassessment of Wallace's legacy can open new horizons in the dialogue
between science, philosophy, and religion.

Keywords: Darwinian Evolution, Alfred Russel Wallace, Directedness of Life.
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Abstract

Philosophers before Suhrawardi confined the cosmos to three levels: the
world of intellects (longitudinal and latitudinal), the world of souls, and the
world of matter. However, Suhrawardi, the founder of Illluminationist
philosophy (Hikmat al-Ishraq), through mystical experience, discovered
another level in the cosmos, which he called the world of images (‘alam al-
mithal) or the eighth clime, thus positing four levels in the universe. In
ordering the cosmic realms, he placed the world of images below the world
of lights (the world of intellects and souls) and above the world of
intermediality (the world of matter), regarding it as the realm of images and
imaginal forms. SuhrawardT's discovery of the world of images opened a new
horizon in Islamic philosophy and provided a rational answer to problems
that had been difficult for earlier philosophers and theologians to analyze and
explain. The present study, employing an analytical-citational method and
based on the book Hikmat al-Ishraq and the works of commentators on
Illuminationist philosophy, first explains the place of the world of images in
Suhrawardr's philosophical system and offers a clear account of how this
world is demonstrated; it then addresses issues related to prophethood that
have been explained on the basis of the world of images. The findings
indicate that by demonstrating the world of images, Suhrawardi was able to
provide a philosophical explanation for certain truths related to prophethood,
such as knowledge of the unseen, visions of angels, miracles, and the
Prophet's ascension (Mi‘rgj). Accordingly, Suhrawardt's theory not only
offers a novel explanation of the levels of existence but also provides a
rational basis for understanding many religious phenomena, including the
understanding of truths related to prophethood in Islamic philosophy.

Keywords: Suhrawardi, Hikmat al-Ishrag, Unseen Visions, Vision of the Angel,
Miracle, Ascension (Mi ‘13j).
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Abstract

This article is dedicated to examining and critiquing Mohammad Ali Amir-
Moezzi's reading concerning the origin and development of the doctrine of
Imamate in early Shi‘ism. The central issue of the research is the evaluation
of the validity and coherence of three of his claims in this regard: first, the
influence of pre-Islamic cultural and religious backgrounds—particularly
Iranian elements—on the doctrine of Imamate; second, the historical
crystallization of Imamate in the form of the "religion of ‘AlT" (din-i ‘Al)
as the initial nucleus of Shi‘ism; and third, the hypothesis of a transition
from "esoteric Shi‘ism" to "rational-theological Shi‘ism" in the fourth
century AH. This study, employing a descriptive-critical approach, while
accurately representing Amir-Moezzi's viewpoint, critiques its evidence.
The findings indicate that the adaptationist interpretation of the origin of
Imamate lacks sufficient historical substantiation; the concept of the
"religion of ‘AlT" does not imply an independent belief system; and the
dichotomization between esoteric Shi‘ism and rational Shi‘ism is
inconsistent with the trajectory of Shi‘i intellectual development.
Accordingly, the article concludes that the doctrine of Imamate is rooted in
a revelatory context and Islamic texts, and its historical developments
cannot be regarded as indicative of a substantial transformation or a
fundamental rupture in the doctrinal identity of Shi‘ism.

Keywords: Mohammad Ali Amir-Moezzi, Doctrine of Imamate, History of
Shi‘ism, Imami Theology, Orientalists.
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Abstract

This study analyzes the perspectives of Sayyid Murtada and Karajaki, two
prominent theologians of the Baghdad theological school, concerning the
domain of the Imam's knowledge and infallibility (‘isma). This issue is among
the most fundamental topics of Imamate and a central point of contention
among Islamic schools, and even within Imamiyya itself. The research
method is library-based and grounded in critical analysis, examining
questions such as the limits of the Imam'’s knowledge and infallibility, points
of agreement and disagreement between the views of these two theologians,
and the extent of their influence from contemporary intellectual currents. The
findings indicate that Sayyid Murtada, with his reason-centered approach,
employs the argumentative methods common in the theological milieu of
Baghdad. He confines the Imam'’s knowledge to matters directly pertaining
to the duties and functions of the Imamate, and in the discussion of
infallibility, he takes the customary criterion of people's abhorrence of sin as
the basis for defining its scope. In contrast, Karajaki operates within a more
traditional Imami framework and attributes more comprehensive knowledge
to the Imam, albeit within the bounds of divine expediency. He regards the
Imam's infallibility as absolute and explicates it at the level of prophetic
infallibility. These differences demonstrate that within the Imami school
itself, diverse approaches to the Imam's knowledge and infallibility have
emerged, and interaction with contemporary theological schools has played
a significant role in shaping the theologians' thought.

Keywords: Domain of Knowledge, Domain of Infallibility, Sayyid Murtada,
Karajaki, Imamiyya.
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Abstract

Kierkegaard distinguishes between external (afaqi) and internal (anfus)
reasons in matters of religious faith. He considers the nature of faith as
something inward, whose main foundation is human will, and presents
Christian faith as paradoxical. By dividing the ways to truth into external and
internal paths, he deems external reasons unreliable on the path of religious
faith and considers them undesirable; in contrast, he regards internal reasons,
in which human will plays a vital role, as the proper path to faith. However,
from the perspective of Transcendent Philosophy (Hikmat al-Muta‘aliya),
although faith as an ultimate reality also has an inner dimension and, as a
voluntary matter, originates from human will, it is not confined to the inner
dimension alone. Based on the philosophical-theological principles of Sadr
al-Muta’allihin and 'Allamah Misbah Yazdi, Kierkegaard's statements
regarding the unreliability of external reasons are subject to various
problems. In their view, faith begins with the inner path and is reinforced by
the outer path.

Keywords: Soren Kierkegaard, Transcendent Philosophy, Fideism, Voluntarism,
Rationalism.
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Abstract

The "Tinat traditions" (narrations concerning the primordial clay/nature)
constitute an important part of the transmitted sources of Islamic
anthropology, having been a focal point of attention and disagreement among
scholars from various dimensions. The strong connection between the
content of these traditions and numerous issues concerning human nature
necessitates research into the “dimensions of their authoritativeness
(hujjiyya)." The aim of this study is to ascertain, through a descriptive-
analytical method, the perspective of 'Allamah Misbah Yazdi—one of the
foremost pioneers in the Islamization of the humanities—regarding the
"dimensions of the authoritativeness of the Tinat traditions." Based on this
research, from the viewpoint of 'Allamah Misbah Yazdi, the Tinat traditions
are abundant in terms of transmission (sudiir), are intended to express reality
(jihat al-sudur), and no valid impediment has rejected them. However, he
considers these traditions as ambiguous (mutashabih) in terms of "the extent
of their signification" (hadd al-dalala) due to their prima facie implication of
determinism (jabr); nevertheless, given the relativity of ambiguity, the
ambiguity present in these traditions is resolvable and does not impair their
authoritativeness. In view of the aforementioned dimensions, it can be
concluded that, according to 'Allamah Misbah Yazdt's perspective, the Tnat
traditions are, in general—apart from detailed rijali and dalali examinations
of each tradition—valid and authoritative (hujja), and their constitutive,
implicative, and commitment-based contents should be the focus of attention
and analysis in theological and anthropological matters.

Keywords: Tinat, Tinat Traditions, Dimensions of Authoritativeness of
Traditions, Human Nature, Islamic Anthropology, 'Allamah Misbah Yazdi.
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Abstract

The domain of religion has long been a significant and noteworthy subject
in the thought of Islamic, non-Islamic theologians, and philosophers of
religion. In the contemporary period, this topic has been extensively
discussed under titles such as "human need for religion,” "human
expectations of religion," "the scope of sacred law (shari‘a)," and "the
domain of religion." The central issue in the discussion of the domain of
religion is the precise definition of religion and the identification of its pillars
and components, as well as determining the extent of religion's influence
and impact in various spheres of individual and social human life. This
article, focusing on explaining Ayatullah Misbah Yazdr's view and
comparing it with that of Ayatullah Jawadi Amuli, examines the proposition
that, contrary to common perception, these two perspectives are not
fundamentally and substantially different; indeed, they are very close to one
another. Based on the authors' analysis, a comprehensive and integrated
approach to Ayatullah Jawadi Amult's theories leads to a significant
resolution of the initial discrepancies observed between the two views,
ultimately bringing them into considerable convergence. The research
method of this article is descriptive-analytical and comparative, evaluating
the stated claim through an examination of relevant sources and texts.

Keywords: Domain of Religion, Religious Science, Ayatullah Jawadi Amuli,
Ayatullah Misbah Yazdi, Science and Religion.

* This paper was presented at the international conference "Islamic Humanities:
In Commemoration of Allamah Mohammad Tagi Mesbah Yazdi."
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Abstract

The production of Islamic humanities, as one of the pillars for the
realization of the new Islamic civilization, faces fundamental theoretical
challenges in three areas: "possibility," "scope,” and "method." These
challenges are rooted in disagreements concerning the relationship
between religion and human epistemic needs. The present study,
employing an analytical-argumentative approach, demonstrates that the
answers to these questions depend on the conception of the nature and
domain of religion, which itself is influenced by the "method of
determining the domain of religion." The findings indicate that
reductionist perspectives, relying on incorrect methods in discovering the
domain of religion, deem the production of these sciences impossible. In
contrast, comprehensive approaches, based on a correct and encompassing
method in domain-determination, regard it not only as possible but also as
necessary. Moreover, the method and scope of the produced Islamic
humanities are directly subordinate to the method adopted in determining
the domain of religion. Therefore, the formulation of Islamic humanities
depends on adopting a correct and comprehensive method in defining the
domain of religion.

Keywords: Method of Determining the Domain of Religion, Possibility of Islamic
Humanities, Method of Producing Islamic Humanities, Scope of Islamic
Humanities, Reductionist Approaches, Comprehensive Approaches.

* This paper was presented at the international conference "Islamic Humanities:
In Commemoration of Allamah Mohammad Tagi Mesbah Yazdi."
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Abstract

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS) has experienced one
of the highest growth rates in Latin America over the past half-century—a
region that was predominantly Catholic until the mid-twentieth century and
has been influenced by Evangelical and Pentecostal movements in recent
decades. This religious transformation, along with the transfer of Mormon
theology from its North American context to Latin American societies, has
raised fundamental questions about the doctrinal nature, the status of
contemporary prophethood, and the institutional structure of this religious
tradition within its new cultural setting. The aim of the present study is a
systematic analysis of Mormon theology in Latin America and an
examination of its indigenization or adaptation to the specific social and
religious context of the region. The research methodology is based on a
combination of theological-sociological analysis, critical study of primary
Mormon sources (Iglesia de Jesucristo de los Santos de los Ultimos Dias),
and a systematic review of scholarly research on Mormonism and the
phenomenology of religion in Latin America. The results show that while
maintaining its primary doctrinal frameworks, Mormonism has dynamically
adapted to Latin culture at the levels of religious interpretation, religious
practice, and organizational structure, with a form of “Latin Mormon
theology" emerging that represents a new manifestation of the connection
between theology, living prophecy, and the social structure of the church.

Keywords: Mormonism, Mormon Church, Systematic Theology, Contemporary
Prophethood, Indigenization of Religion, Latin America.
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